Inkheart Questions:

Characters

1.

Why does Mo keep his ability a secret from Meggie? Why has he never told her the truth about her
mother?

Why doesn't Dustfinger read the ending of the story when he has the chance in Meggie's bedroom? What
stops him?

Does Elinor like books more than people? Has she truly been happy living alone with all her books?
How does Elinor change in the course of the story, and what causes her to change?

In what ways does Basta's superstitious nature affect him and others in the story? Why is Basta so
superstitious?

. Why does Farid follow Dustfinger? Why does Dustfinger keep trying to get away from Farid? What

does Dustfinger mean when he says he has often just been a spectator?

When Meggie and Fenoglio are taken to Capricorn, why isn't Fenoglio afraid? What do you think it
would feel like for an author to see his characters in real life? Does Fenoglio ever fear the characters
from the book as much as the others do?

When does Meggie first realize that her mother is alive and no longer trapped in the story? What do you
think it was like for Teresa to be trapped in the book?

Fenoglio says he was very proud of writing about the Shadow when he wrote Inkheart, so he knows the
passage by heart. How does he feel about the Shadow coming to life? Does he really believe he can
change the story's ending?

Why do Basta and the Magpie remain when the other characters disappear?



10.

Setting

1.

Theme

Why did Fenoglio disappear at the end? Did he go into the book? If so, do you think he planned this?
Was it his curiosity about the world of his creation, or was it an accident?

Why does Meggie feel more at home in Mo's van than in their house?

What do we learn of Elinor's character from the description of her home?

In how many ways did Capricorn make the village where he lives his own? How was it possible for him
to create such a hideout in the "real world"?

Why did so many of the characters decide to stay in Capricorn's village at the end?

How many secrets can you identify in the story? How does keeping a secret affect a character's life and
interaction with others? What does Meggie mean when she says, "Why do grownups think it's easier for
children to bear secrets than to bear the truth?"

The theme of truth and lies occurs throughout the story. Find examples of times when one character lies
to another. Are there times when it is better not to know the truth? When are lies used for good reasons
and when are lies used to hurt people? What is the difference between a lie and a secret?

Fire represents many things to many people in this story. What is the meaning of fire to Dustfinger?
Basta? Capricorn? Mo? Farid? Elinor?

Fear is a strong motivating force in this story. Who is motivated by fear? Which characters use fear to
control others? Discuss ways in which certain characters control and overcome their fears.

What is the author saying about the power of imagination in this tale? How does Mo bring imaginative
things to life? Why can't he control the people that come to life through his reading? What is the
difference between reality and imagination?



6. Mo tells Meggie that "Most people don't stop to think of books being written by people much like
themselves. They think that writers are all dead long ago... " Do you think this is true? Is Mo more
connected to Fenoglio's story than the author himself? Are you aware of the author when you are

reading a book?



